
7

local landscaping l

by Leigh Gevelinger

W as your landscape once lush and 
full of color and interest, but 
now looks neglected and in need 

of a little TLC? Good news… Spring is 
around the corner! Now is the time to prepare 
for spring cleaning of your landscape. 

PROCEED WITH A PLAN
Don’t go plant shopping just yet! Put 

together a plan for your improvements. A 
plan is so much more than just an attractive 
arrangement of plant species and quantities. A 
proper plan is like a road map for the project; 
the homeowner or landscape contractor 
has clear direction on how to approach the 
project. This makes it easier to establish a 
budget for the project as well. 

Ask yourself…
• Does the tree canopy need trimming to 

allow sunlight for the new plantings? 
• Do I need to replace, repair or install an 

irrigation system? 

• Which phase of the plan should be 
implemented first? 

• Should hardscape or landscape be installed 
first? 

MAKE WAY FOR THE NEW
Seasons of growth and improper 

maintenance practices may have distorted a 
once beautiful landscape into an unmanaged 
jungle. It is important to remember that 
in Florida, though there is a winter season, 
plants do not stop growing or go dormant 
as in cooler climates. The growing season 
is year-round and many popular plants like 
hibiscus, bougainvillea and arboricola age out 
or begin to decline after 10-12 years. 

Also, make sure to remove all volunteer 
invasive exotics from your yard. Invasive 
exotics like Brazilian Pepper, Lead Tree and 
Java Plum can emerge at any time and in just 
a few months, overtake other vegetation by 
growing 2-3 times as fast and tall. Refer to the 
City of Sanibel LDC, Section 122-191 for a 
complete list of invasive exotics. 

PICK YOUR PLANT PALETTE WISELY
Select the right plant for the landscape. 

Consider the sun/shade aspect of your yard 
as well as the site conditions. Is the site wet, 
seasonally wet, or high and dry? Is this plant 
susceptible to pests and diseases? 

When selecting flowering exotic species, 
consider if the new plantings tolerate the 
sandy, salty, high pH Sanibel soils. Select 
plantings that have seasonal interest 
throughout the seasons so that there is color 
an interest in the garden year round.

BEWARE WHEN PAIRING  
NEW WITH OLD

Planting new healthy, lush, colorful 
plantings next to tired old plantings is often 

like adding a band-aid to the landscape. 
Adding new landscape plantings next to 
existing often calls more attention to the area 
you are trying to repair and creates additional 
problems. 

Irrigation is another concern. New 
plantings require more water to become 
established while existing plantings may stress 
and drop leaves. Consider hand wearing or a 
temporary irrigation install. Purchase larger 
size plant material that is closer in size to 
the existing material or prune the existing 
plantings to match the size of the new ones.

 
DEFINE YOUR LINES

Reclaim landscape beds that overtime 
have grown and faded into the lawn. Years 
of mowers and blowers trimming bedlines 
can wear the sod thin, and rainy season can 
cause mulch to migrate. Add definition to the 
landscape bed lines using aluminum, paver or 
riprap edging material. Seasonal mulching, 
topdressing of rock, and shell can instantly 
freshen up a tired landscaping. 

KNOW YOUR NATIVES
Not only can natives tolerate the Sanibel 

soils better than most exotics, but they require 

less care and fertilization long term. Natives 
also attract butterflies, birds and wildlife to 
add interest to your landscape. 

Be sure all natives on site are correctly 
inventoried so they are not mistakenly over-
trimmed or removed. Removal of any native 
requires a vegetation permit. Consult the 
City of Sanibel’s native vegetation plant list 
or consult with a City of Sanibel licensed 
landscaper with any questions about native 
vegetation. 

It is important to remember that landscapes 
are living and growing entities that evolve 
over time. Proper care, maintenance and 
planning can keep your landscape looking 
fresh during every season. n
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